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INTENT 

“We want our children to be happy and healthy today, fulfilled in the future and able to 

make their world an even better place.” 

At Milton Road, we believe that creativity is a trait to which we are all entitled. All children have the right to a 
relevant, purposeful and holistic art curriculum.  A high-quality art education should enable all children to explore, 
question and make. Further to this, the ethos of the school is to create a calming, tranquil space which is 

inspired by Kettle’s Yard art gallery. Beautiful objects are chosen to be displayed alongside plants and 
natural materials. Boards are covered in hessian and children’s work is celebrated in the classrooms and 
around the school. In the main entrance is a map of places where the children visit as part of their 
experience at the school. This was commissioned by an international artist-‘Dave Draws’.  
 
Aims 
 

 to equip pupils with the knowledge, skills and confidence to experiment and reflect 

 to offer a range of opportunities to facilitate progress 

 to learn how art, design and craft reflect and shape our history, and contribute to our creativity and cultural 
capital.  

 to give children as many opportunities as possible to express themselves in art  

 to build pupils confidence in drawing, painting, sculpture and printing, as well as other art forms.  

 to take risks with their artwork  

 to develop their critical thinking skills in order that they can analyse an art form and justify their opinions.  

 To present and display art work akin to those in galleries in order to celebrate artistic endeavours. 
 
 

IMPLEMENTATION  
 
The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and inter-
connected. Art promotes learning and development in Communication and Language, Personal Social and 
Emotional Development, Physical development specifically Fine Motor skills as well as Expressive Arts and Design. 
The EYFS curriculum is based on a child centred play based and enquiry approach. Certain skills are taught as well 
as free exploration of medium. Also through continuous provision and a well-resourced creative station the 
children are able to explore, express their own ideas, plan their ideas and adapt and change these when faced 
with challenges with media or how the final art work looks.  Challenges are set and uploaded onto Seesaw as well 
as resources provided in continuous provision. The children are encouraged to be creative in all areas of the 
environment including during Forest School sessions.  

At Milton Road we use the Access Art scheme. Access Art encompasses 7 areas of exploration for EYFS. These 
allow are:  

What Can We 
See?  

  

How Can We 
Explore Colour?  

  

How Can We Build 
Worlds?  

  

How Can We 
Explore 
Materials & 
Marks?  

  

How Can We 
Explore 3d 
Materials?  

  

How Can We 
Use Our 
Bodies To 
Make Art?  

  

How Can We Use 
Our 
Imaginations?  

This allows both explicit teaching of implicit and substantive knowledge, but also free exploration of medium and 
media through access to the creative station.  

These build on the foundational knowledge and skills that children need when being taught explicit Art lessons 
from the Access Art scheme from KS1 onwards.  



Across the rest of the school, children complete six units of art per year, two in each term. In order to deliver a 
deep and broad curriculum, we follow the AccessArt pathways. Their expertise in pedagogy, links to artists and 
activity-based resources ensure that the art curriculum at Milton Road is rich and diverse. Each pathway is 
planned to cover the skills detailed in the progression document.  
 
Cambridge Connected Curriculum 
 
Art is very much part of our Cambridge Connected Curriculum. We enrich our curriculum by providing additional 
opportunities for children to visit local galleries such as Kettle’s Yard and Stapleford Granary and museums such 
as The Fitzwilliam, as well as work with local artists and take part in whole school art events. 
 

Sketchbooks 
 
Sketchbooks are important in developing the children’s skills, as they provide a safe place to try out ideas, 
recognise the value in mistakes and foster individuality. We believe that every child’s sketchbook should be a 
reflection of their creative journey. We encourage children to learn from, and be inspired by, the work of artists 
from different cultures, and understand the contribution art has made to society, both past and present. As 
drawing skills are central to developing other skills in art, they form the essential starting point for all units in our 
art curriculum. 
 

Guidance on expectations in Art is set out in the ‘subject on a page’ document. Each new pathway should 
contain:   
 a sticker showing term, year group, pathway title, artists  

 analysis of the artist's style  

 exploration of skills  

 a photograph of the end piece  

 reflection /peer comments  

Sketchbooks are not to be marked and learning objectives do not need to be included. It is important that the 
sketchbook is for exploring skills and techniques freely and as a place to make visual notes and ideas. It is a 
celebration of the creative process.  
 

Art events 
 
We actively seek to exhibit the children’s Art in the community. Art is also celebrated as part of our 
‘Expert Showcases’ to parents, and whole school exhibitions. We have an annual whole school art event 
such as Draw More and Paint What Matters which both raises the profile of art in the school and creates the 
opportunity to celebrate children’s work through display. It is also a helpful tool in assessing progression across 
the school. We also hold an art week in the summer term, during which children in all year groups are given the 
opportunity to study and be inspired by a piece of art, this is part of the ‘Take one Picture’ initiative organised by 
The National Gallery. We look for and encourage entrance into competitions from Rotary Cambridge such a Young 
Photographer or Young Artist. 
 

Accessibility 
 
Teachers adapt their lessons to accommodate SEND needs. These needs may vary and involve providing specific 
materials such as larger brushes/tools, additional adult support and changes to the environment for example, to 
provide more space to work in. Some children may require additional time to work on their Art projects. Children 
are supported to ensure that Art is accessible to all.  
 
 

Link Governor 
 
Art Link governor is Ben Sillis  

 



IMPACT 
 
The AccessArt progression document outlines the specific knowledge and skills relating to each pathway. This 
should be referred to by teachers when planning for both formative and summative assessment opportunities. 

 
Formative Assessment 
 
There are three strands of assessment in art at Milton Road:  

 visual literacy and articulation (generating ideas, reflection and evaluation)  

 implicit knowledge (making, exploration and experimentation)  

 substantive knowledge (artists and techniques)  
 
Ongoing, formative assessement of all three strands takes place throughout each pathway. It is important that 
these methods are gentle, and take into account the fragility of creativity, and the subjective nature of art. 
Discussion is the most useful tool for formative assessment in art. This enables the teacher to gain insight into the 
child’s enjoyment and understanding of each pathway, and their creative development. Discussion could be whole 
class, paired or teacher to pupil. It values the intent and development of a piece of work, as well as the final 
outcome.  
 
Other methods of formative assessment in art might include teacher observations, questioning, sketchbook 
annotations and low stakes quizzes. 

 
Summative Assessment 
 
At Milton Road, we assess children into 3 groups: exceeding the expected standard, meeting expectations or 
working towards the expected standard. Teachers assess children at the end of each unit, according to the 
National Curriculum and the practical and theoretical skills covered in the pathway.  
 
A level is given for each child and this is recorded on Insight.   
 

At the end of each pathway, the children exhibit their work. This could be during a class crit, in a year group 
gallery, as part of an expert showcase, or via the school’s online platform, Seesaw. This provides the opportunity 
for summative assessment. It is important that in making a final judgement, the outcome is considered alongside 
the build up work and knowledge of the child’s intent. This helps to  ensure summative assessment is not affected 
by subjective opinions. 
Sketchbooks are used to gather evidence of the children’s creative journey and can be used to  
summatively assess a whole pathway. A photograph of the child’s final outcome is glued into their  
sketchbook alongside reflections and annotations written by the child. Some photographs from each  
pathway are also digitally stored to allow for progress tracking and moderation across the school. 
 
Children are encouraged to evaluate their own work regularly during each pathway, making notes in their 
sketchbooks and making choices in response to their reflections. Via a class crit at the end of each pathway, the 
children are given the opportunity to share and respond to the work of other children.   
 

We collect photographs of work in order to assess, review and improve outcomes for the children over a longer 
period of time.   
 

Monitoring and Review 
 
Sketchbooks are monitored on a termly basis. Feedback is given to staff and any areas that need addressing, the 
subject lead will support staff on.  
Pupil voice is carried out as part of the monitoring process. The information gathered forms part of the action 
plan.  
 


